
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 10 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 2024: Holy Martyr Mamas
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Gospel: Matthew 19:16-26  Troparia: p 43 (Tone 3)

MARTYR MAMAS was from Caesarea along the Mediterranean. He was orphaned at a very young age and 
raised by a wealthy widow. As a young boy, he had a special zeal in his Christian faith and was placed under 
the thumb of the Emperor, subjected to temptations and some tortures. He is known especially for his God-given 
gentleness and gift with wild beasts, having tamed them even in the pit of his tortures. He was freed and led to 
the wilderness, where he led a life of peace & charity, though only for a little while. Even after being freed and 
escaping to the wilderness, he willingly rode to his martyrdom on the back of one of the beasts. At the gate, he 
dismounted and entered alone. Inside, he would die of his wounds. Holy Martyrs Mamas, pray to God for us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors that morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

PANACHIDA will take place following Divine Liturgy for the servant of God Nicholas Timko Sr., offered by 
John Righetti. May his memory be eternal! Vičnaja Jemu Pamjat!

COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a 
special thank you to everyone who makes it possible to have our coffee hour; our teams, our volunteers, all 
without fail. God grant them many years! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!



ETERNAL MEMORY! It is with deep sadness that I inform you of the passing 
of +Ann (Anka) Ludwig to our Lord on early Friday morning, September 13th. 
Anka fell asleep in the Lord at 89 years of age after a stay at Oceanside Care 
Center in Oceanside, NY. She was a lifelong Orthodox Christian and member of 
St. Nicholas Church, a former president of the Altar Society, and a source of joy 
for so, so many around her. At this difficult time, we ask that prayers be offered 
by everyone for Anka and for God's comfort for her beloved family & friends. 
May her memory be enteral! Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

VISITATION TODAY @ 2-6 PM, PARASTAS @ 3 PM, Flinch & Bruns 
Funeral Home, 34 Hempstead Avenue, Lynbrook, NY 11563, Handled by Trzaska 
Funeral Home.

DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 15th: 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th - FUNERAL SERVICE @ 11 AM, +ANN (ANKA) LUDWIG 
                                                      - INTERMENT, TO FOLLOW, GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE @ 6:30 PM: We are resuming 
Vespers services every Wednesday, along with a lite meal and some 
study. We are going following the book Of Water & The Spirit by Fr. 
Alexander Schmemann, a study of Holy Baptism of the Orthodox 
Church. Books will be available. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM, NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st  -  DIVINE LITURGY @ 8 AM, ST. MARY’S CHURCH, 7th STREET, 
NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 

                                                           -  GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd, 2024:
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

BLESSING OF TRAVELERS will take place for a large group in the parish who will be traveling on a trip 
together. May God bless them and grant them safe return!

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors that morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall, all will be invited downstairs!

ALTAR SOCIETY MEETING will take place in the #2 Hall. May God continue to bless them!



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS:
WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT THE FLEMINGTON AREA FOOD PANTRY! With the help and 
arrangement of Elizabeth Krzyzanowski, we are donating our food collection going forward toward the food 
pantry in Flemington, NY. The parish will continue to make a dedicated push, please look to purchase 
something extra on your next grocery trip and bring it to our food bin in the #2 Hall.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES PRAYER LIST WAS RESET! There is a birthday/anniversary form in the 
back of the church for the current church attending and their families. Please fill one out for you and your 
family to be prayed for in the Divine Liturgy each week when the special occasion comes around. The list was 
officially reset last Pascha Sunday, May 5th. Submit a copy to the office or hand directly to Fr. William, if you 
haven’t yet.

HOW TO TELL THE TRUTH WITHOUT OFFENDING ANYONE
by Archpriest Vladimir Puchkov

If I were faced with the task of formulating a basis for normal human communication in one phrase, I would 
say: “Fear being right.”   
Of course, on the one hand, it is important for a person to feel that he is right. Then he sounds convincing, 
interesting and honest. On the other hand, the absence of such a feeling often causes uncertainty. After all, 
everyone knows that a diffident and indecisive person (in other words, a mumbler) is more annoying than 
anyone else.

However, there is another side to it, and it is quite unpleasant. Since the awareness that you are right, in 
addition to confidence, leads to superciliousness, a sense of superiority, and arrogance. A person who is right 
often allows himself to be rude, cruel, cynical and merciless. Let’s take a closer look at our sins, inappropriate 
actions, and bad deeds. For which ones does our conscience torment us the most? Which ones resulted in the 
most dramatic conflicts? Which ones caused grave offences and eventually provoked quarrels and even enmity? 
The answer is: the offences we caused when we were absolutely sure we were right. The feeling that we are 
right makes us lose all constraints, leads to extremes and justifies sin. Therefore, it must be treated with the 
same caution as any other feeling, with the awareness that even the best in us is not alien to vice.

And caution should not begin while a dispute or a conflict is in process. It is too late to remember it in the heat 
of argument or during a discussion. To prevent the feeling of being right from spoiling our lives or those of our 
neighbors we should at least learn to tell the truth without doing harm to our neighbor and without hurting 
ourselves.

To start with, not every truth is actually truth. Truth in its purest form is always the same—it is the truth of God. 
There are as many human truths in the world as there are people. Obviously, everyone believes in his own truth 
and in this respect, he is absolutely honest with himself. However, it is equally obvious that individual personal 
truth remains true only for those who believe it. And the others are the last to answer for it. Why should I care 
about someone else’s truth when I have my own? And, ultimately, what’s the point, as the Russian poet, 
translator and literary critic Vladislav Khodasevich (1886–1939) wrote, in stirring up “an idle argument about 
petty truths?”



Hence the rule: to remember that what I consider to be the truth is my 
“personal truth”, as it were. It may indeed be the truth, at least in my 
eyes. It may as well contain empty truths. But regardless of this, my 
personal truth is, as a rule, not necessary or interesting to my 
neighbor. So why say it? If someone is interested in our truth, it is not 
a sin to tell them about it; but if they do not ask, then we may do well 
to not express it.

However, simple human truth often turns out to be objective. Does this 
mean that it must be told? Well, it is very likely that it must. But before 
that it will be useful to check your own honesty. To begin with, we note 
that we rarely have doubts about truths that are pleasant and easy: such truths do not lead to resentment or a 
conflict; and if a person is not bad-tempered and, as a result, is not inclined to thoughts like, “I will not praise 
my neighbor so that he won’t get puffed up with pride”; or the habit of not noticing the good and concentrating 
on the bad, then it’s easier for him to tell his neighbor positive truths.

Thus, he who wants to tell someone the truth must himself be truthful. You have probably often heard such 
complaints as: “I gave him a telling-off, but he...”; “I wish them well, but they...”; “I told her, ‘No one but me 
will tell you the truth,’ but she...” These and similar phrases are usually used to complain about how someone 
reacts to criticism. I must say, they react well enough. After all, if we do not take into account situations when a 
boss criticizes his subordinate, a craftsman criticizes his apprentice, or a teacher criticizes his student, we will 
come to the conclusion that, as a rule, those who are prone to criticism (even if it’s just) have no moral right to 
do it, and they criticize only “from the best of intentions”. What are these motives? To figure it out, let’s ask 
ourselves whether we feel like criticizing people we genuinely feel good about. Or those we love? For example, 
it is extremely hard for me to imagine a normal husband criticizing his beloved wife. And it’s not easy for me to 
imagine criticism between friends either. Will normal parents treat their child critically? True, we all have our 
sins and vices. But in normal families, spouses’ shortcomings are covered by love, children’s bad behavior is 
corrected by good upbringing, and for friends it is absolutely normal to accept each other as they are. Criticism 
is always mixed with passion, be it anger, irritation, jealousy, pride etc. Therefore, the desire to criticize could 
be more precisely characterized as the desire to say nasty things. And just criticism differs from unjust criticism 
in only one thing: It does not contain lies. However, there is no need for lies, because truth can be malicious, 
and justice can be pitiless. Ultimately, it is much more convenient for an evil and cruel person to use truth, since 
it gives his criticism an air of objectivity and justifies him in his own eyes.

Such is the truth. Now, our intentions and methods do not concern our neighbor, to whom we wanted to tell the 
truth, but ourselves. Does anyone still see themselves as having the moral right to tell someone the unpleasant 
truth?

“And what now?” you ask. Shouldn’t we tell the truth? Should we tell lies? Should we be hypocritical? By no 
means! A Christian must be truthful and honest. But above all truthful and honest with himself and in relation to 
himself. And in life you should learn to tell the truth first of all when a lie could have benefited you or covered 
your sin. Or when the truth can prevent slander, protect the weak and the defenseless, or prevent meanness and 
injustice. In general, always tell the truth when it comes with difficulty and requires courage, and when the final 
result of the truth is righteousness, and not a smug sense of being right.

(Taken from www.orthochristian.com)

“…truth can be 
malicious, and 
justice can be 

pitiless.”

http://www.orthochristian.com


ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Stephanie 
Downes, Mary & Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, John Geida, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Joanna Kolaczko, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, 
Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Stephanie McNellis, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, 
Lucia Matišinova, Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, 
Mary Seewald, Paul Sikoryak Sr, Toni Sikoryak, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Katherine Tam, 
Nicholas Timko Sr, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, 
Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS:
Ricardo Sullivan Nathan Deutsch
John Stutts Daniel Lai
Rachel Soh Young Yi

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for his Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: Seamus Murray, Ignatios Leonardo, Nicholas Fong, Nicolas Laliberte, & Alexander Hurtsellers. The 
newly-graduated Nicholas Worobey, Samuel Loposky, & the Newly-Ordained Priest Timothy Paproski! That God may 
grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF & Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Tatiana Halamova, Danielle Hofmann, & Dawn Krzyzanowski! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For the Newly-Departed Handmaiden of God +Anka Ludwig. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!
For the Newly-Illumined Servant of God Nathan Mandell. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

O HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

SEPT - OCT 2024                *Shaded areas indicate days of fasting

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

SEPT 15
Divine Liturgy

@ 10 AM
-

Panachida for Nicholas 
Timko Sr.

-
Visitation @ 2-6 PM, Parastas 

@ 3 PM, +Anka Ludwig

16
Funeral @ 

11 AM, 
+Anka 
Ludwig

17 18
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture 
@ 6:30 PM

19 20
Festal 

Vespers
@ 6 PM

21
NATIVITY OF THE 
MOTHER OF GOD

Divine Liturgy 
@ 8 AM, 

St. Mary’s, 7th St.
-

Great Vespers 
@ 6 PM

SEPT 22
Divine Liturgy

@ 10 AM
-

ALTAR SOCIETY MEETING

23 24 25
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture 
@ 6:30 PM

26
Festal 

Vespers & 
Divine 
Liturgy 
@ 6 PM

27
ELEVATION 

OF THE 
PRECIOUS 

CROSS

28
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM, 
St. Mary’s, 7th St.

-
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

SEPT 29
Divine Liturgy

@ 10 AM
-

40th Day Parastas for 
Nicholas Timko Sr.

30 OCT 1 2
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture 
@ 6:30 PM

3 4 5
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM, 
St. Mary’s, 7th St.

-
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

OCT 6
Divine Liturgy

@ 10 AM

7 8 9
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture 
@ 6:30 PM

10 11 12
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM, 
St. Mary’s, 7th St.

-
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

